The geographical situation of Ceylon led Cameron (I965) to suggest that the pterygium rate there would range from 5-5 to over io per cent., but the actual incidence appears to be much less for reasons which are discussed below.
Results
summarizes the percentage incidence of pterygium in these categories. The 8I,I07 patients in the hospital series were seen in the seven areas shown in the map, and the percentage in these areas ranges from I to o057 (Table II) . Of the four areas with a higher percentage, two are on the coast (Colombo and Negombo-Chilaw-Puttalam), but there is a low incidence in Jaffna and Batticaloa, which are also coastal areas well known for their fishing industry. Kandy, situated in the hills, has a lower incidence, but it is not truly representative of the central highlands and, as there are no eye centres in the higher hill country, statistics there have been difficult to obtain. (Table III) There are more male than female patients except in NegomboChilaw-Puttalam, and here the women take a greater part in the fishing industry.
Age distribution (Table IV) The incidence of pterygium increases with age and this suggests that it is more likely to affect those who have been longer exposed to the climatic or occupational conditions which favour its development. Comment In Ceylon, where the demand for ocular surgery is mainly for blinding or painful eye conditions, cosmetic surgery is not much sought after and few patients would seek removal of pterygia. The statistics provided by general ophthalmic practice are therefore more reliable. It is accepted the pterygium occurs in an equatorial belt delimited by Lat. 40°N and S (Cameron, I 965; Elliot, I 966), and Cameron's study ofthe relationship between ultra-violet light in different parts of the world and the incidence of pterygium was the first indication of the causation of this condition.
No absolute values of the incident ultra-violet radiation are available for Ceylon. The calculated value in Table VI does not entirely cover the wavelengths that reach the surface of the earth and one has, therefore, to rely on the premise that ultra-violet radiation over Ceylon must equal that over other parts of the world at similar latitudes.
According to Cameron's calculations the expected pterygium rate in Ceylon should be more than IO per cent. as in other lands in the same latitude, and his map depicting the world distribution of pterygium computes a rate of 5 to 9 per cent., but the figures presented above show a much lower incidence of only 0o57 to o-8 per cent.
The chief reason for this difference must be the humidity and abundant rainfall, leading to thick vegetation and absence of solar glare. Elliott (I966) has, in fact, stated that the incidence of pterygium in equatorial regions may still be low provided a high humidity prevails and direct or reflected solar radiation is rendered less harsh by dense vegetation.
Summary
No information on the incidence of pterygium in Ceylon has so far been available, except the pterygium maps compiled by Cameron (1956) , according to which the rate should be between 5 and io per cent. Data from hospital attendances in seven different areas, attendances at a charity eye clinic in Colombo, and numbers of pterygium operations performed by the author in the past i8 years give rates of o07, o-8, and o-6 per cent. respectively.
